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REUSE in France  
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Not high development, because of reluctance & risks …  

yes = 78%  
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REUSE in France  
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Acceptability to eat fruits & 
vegetables produced with reuse 
water 

 
• Impacts on regular drought …  then constraints on 

the users 
 

• Social awareness  and progress on social acceptability 
 

• Environmental NGOs pushing 
 

• Local authorities 

yes = 78%  

Develop & implement legislation 
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< 1990 1990 - 2000 

2000 - 2010 > 2010 
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Environmental Stakes 

 Reduce quantity impacts on water resources: saving, 
reduce over exploitation, economic aspect …  

 Find local solution to solve water quantity / quality 
problems: e.g. impact of treatment plant discharge on 
sensible area / coastal zone 

 Adapt treatment to the next use (e.g. fire protection) 
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 Stake “Health” 

No contamination  

By micro biological, bacteria, pathogene 
virus 

By physico chemical pollutants 

Agriculture products / Food Leasure areas 

Protection 
Consumers – Public – Users - Riparians  
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Main legislative texts 
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• Environment code (1994) 
• Definitions waste water, uses 
• Conditions of treatment for irrigation use 
• Modality of use in irrigation 

• Grenelle Dialogue: Reuse waste water + rain water to 
be developed in line with health constraints 

• National CC Plan: develop water saving + reuse of 
treated waste water for irrigation with necessary 
precautions and environmental, agronomic and 
healthy monitoring 

• Arrêté 2010: use of treated urban waste water for 
irrigation & leasure areas 

• Arrêté 2014: complement   
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Bases for legislation 
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Waste Water 

Treatment 

Storage  

Delivering  

Irrigation 

Human 

Water quality 

Limit risk exposure 

Practice Framework 

• Design + management of 
delivering network 

• Irrigation system: wind, distance 
• Irrigation program 

• Professionals 
• Inhabitants, Users of areas,  
• Period of irrigation, information 



Réseau 
 International  

des Organismes 
de Bassin 

Office 
International 
de l ’Eau 
PARIS 

Principles current legislation 
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• Quality levels (4) of Treated Waste Water based on… 
• MES,  
• COD,  
• various bacteriums   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• According the quality level, constraints 
• For uses (type of irrigated crops) 
• Distance for activities to be protected 
• Type of soil and slope  
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Principles of current legislation 
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•  Monitoring … 
• Various parameters 
• Routine or periodic  
• Water, sludge, soil  
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Principles of current legislation 
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• Possible Uses 
• According water quality 
• Type of irrigated 

product 
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Principles of current legislation 
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• Aspersion Irrigation 
• Quality A & B only 
• Wind < 15 km/h 
• Distance to sensible area (20 to 5 m)   
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Principles of current legislation 
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• Nature of activities to be protected 
• Distance 
• Forbidden in captation perimeter  
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Main motivations for REUSE 
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1. Environment 
2. Scarcity 
3. IWRM 
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Uses of REUSE 
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1. Irrigation 
2. Golf + Leasure areas 
3. Forest 
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Thanks  


