MINUTES OF THE 4th GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF “MENBO, MEDITERRANEAN NETWORK OF BASIN ORGANISATIONS”
Celebrated in Athens on 5th November 2006 at 18.15 hrs.

THEY MEET:

At the Head Office of Global Water Partnership- Mediterranean, located in Kyrristou Str. 12, in Athens, Greece. 

1.  International Network of Basin Organisations, entity of French nationality, located in Paris, represented in this meeting by Mr Jean-François Donzier as Permanent Technical Secretary.

2.  Ministry of Land Management, Water and Environment (MATEE), entity of Moroccan nationality located in Rabat, represented in this meeting by Mr. Rachid Balafrej as Representative of the Minister. 

3.  Segura River Basin Authority, entity of Spanish nationality located in Murcia, represented in this meeting by Mr. José Fuentes as President.

4. Central and Eastern Europe Network of Basin Organisations (CEENBO), entity of Romanian nationality located in Bucharest, represented in this meeting by Mrs. Daniela Radulescu as Secretary.

5. Ministry of Agriculture, Forests, Water and Environment, entity of Romanian nationality located in Bucharest, represented in this meeting by Mrs. Anemarie Ciurea as Chief Secretary of the Transboundary Water Department.

6. Ministry of Environment, entity of Greek nationality located in Athens, represented in this meeting by Ms Maria Papaioannou as Administrator of the International Relations Department.

The Permanent Technical Secretary of the Mediterranean Network of Basin Organisations, Mr. Teodoro Estrela and the Network Coordinator, Mr. Ramiro Martínez.

The assistants treat the topics exposed in the agenda:

1. Opening of the Bureau and welcome to the assistants. Introduction to the Permanent Technical Secretariat of MENBO. 

The Network secretary reminds the assistants what the objective, structure and development of MENBO are.

2.  Ratification of all General Assembly members.

It is established which members form the General Assembly according to the statutes, and which are members of the Network.

3. Approval of the new members presented in the last Liaison Bureau of MENBO:

· Water Agency Oum Er Rbia (Morocco)

· General Water Authority (Libya)

· Ministry of Water and Energy (Lebanon)

4. Consideration of the minutes and results of MENBO’s 3rd General Assembly, celebrated in Marrakech in May 2005.

· Results of the meeting

The celebration of the Assembly, the Liaison Bureau, the topics treated and the general conclusions of the International Technical Seminar, were described.

5. Presentation of MENBO’s yearly accounts.

The assistants are provided with a copy of the Network’s annual accounts audited by an external expert, in Spanish. Due to the lack of time since the audit until the Assembly, and the Network’s limited resources, the document can only be provided in Spanish, but with a compromise to facilitate a translated version to those interested. 

It is highlighted the decision of not demanding a fee to member organisations, and the fact that payment is voluntary, as the Network’s objective is to achieve the maximum representation from Mediterranean countries. 

6. Summary of MENBO activities since May 2005:

· Attended meetings

· Developed activities

· Signed agreements

· Ongoing projects

The Network’s secretary summarises the progresses of the network in the most important projects, concretely he comments on the results of the last missions and proposals of the TWINBASIN project.

7. Call for future meetings: proposal for the next General Assembly

· Proposals: spring 2007, Italy. Intervention of the members.

8. Other topics: announcements and proposals.

The assistants are thanked for their participation in the Assembly and invited to participate in the upcoming Network’s meetings.

9. Closing of the Assembly

The dates for the most relevant meetings are transmitted, with an emphasis on those where MENBO participates.

And with no further issues to treat, the session is adjourned, and as proof of conformity the President of MENBO signs the Minutes. 

THE SECRETARY

Teodoro Estrela
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