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• EU –directives are
extremely important
 pressure to the
governments

Problem
 sometimes the

directive is nationally
inadequate

• Actions for the sake 
of reporting

Obstacle: Focus on the big picture? 

Toni Etholén





Brooks that have returned
close to their natural state are

still dredged

BEFORE AFTER



Ditching in erosion
risk areas

Sediment discharge

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
Kivennäismaaojitus rinteessä olevaan luonnontilaiseen noroon



Cutting of creeks and brooks while harvesting



Ditching of peatland forests



Ditching of non productive peatland
 no potential to forest growth even if filled with ditches (forest growth < 1m3/year)



Which can lead to 

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
Haasteena saada jalkautettua toimet käytäntöön kaikkien maanomistajien käytettäväksi. Toimenpiteitä pitää tehdä niin pelloilla kuin



Changes in water quality
taimenpuroissa suurin merkitys 

Suspendid
solids

Clear water



 

Spawning nests can be filled with soil
- critical for the survival of eggs and hatchlings



Water scarcity



Brownification

Brownifination is not taken into account in the ecological
classification of WFD



Solution: Focus to the small scale activities in 
the catchment areas
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Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
Here you can see a map of Finnish forest area filled with ditches … the blue lines… 
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Property boundary
Ditches

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
This would be simple if the landowners would all be like this and happy to take action



Legislation, subsidies etc…  

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
But we have to be able to build up a system where all these different landowners would take action… 



”CAP is adequate”
”Education and guidance

will do the trick”

Peatlands are still reformed to fields – spreading of manure

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
What it the big picture? Measures are done only to fulfill the demands of CAP, not for the environment. (



Act for the use of 
phosprorus was
taken forward
limiting the use of 
fertilizers in the
field…

…but at the same time
the obligation of 1m  
non-cultivated area
beside the ditches was
removed

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
This raises the question of credibility  



AfterBefore

Buffer zones are inadeguate

before

after

Trout stream

The drainage of peatland 
forests is still practiced even if 
it is  not necessary for the 
forest growth  

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
Is a tabu to bring up the shortcomings of finnish forestry even if its science based 
Not on the Top 5, but also diverse ownership of forests causes obstacles for more ”environment-friendly” forestry (siis jos sulla on vaan sitä rääseikköä, niin siitä se tili halutaan kuitenkin tehdä… ja toisena esimerkkinä se kun parhaat mahdollisuudet esim pintavalutukseen onkin naapurin puolella)



Image advertising vs. reality



Obstacle: People don´t understand that they don´t understand

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
Causes the ignorance. The nature is so difficult to understand. Quite often the reason for resisting change is lack of knowledge. 



Solution

Education should be integrated to all courses as 
part of basic education – no separate courses on 

eg. water protection
We all have a 
responsibility to stop 
the spreading of 
misinformation

Esko Kivistö

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
This should be highlighted in all of our work. For example I have now tried that we as an authority try to correct all this misinformation in all meeting that we attend. We have written this down on out climate teems aims. 



Obstacle: Greenwashing

We all do it
Why?

It makes life easier

Toni Etholén

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
I claim that we all do it sometimes



… are safeguarded…
… is sustainable…

… is ensured…

Climate change has been taken into account…

Research results are taken into account…

Good ecological status is reached with these measures…



Market based certificates: forest sertificates

Lake
”Sustainable forest
use”
- Riparian buffer
zones are
inadequate



Lack of transparency in 
decision making
processes – lobbying

• The strong will to oppose sometimes
hinders also changes that would be
favourable amongst the interest group

• Lobbying usually results to 
greenwashing

”… the objectives are reached…” ?



• Are the actions adequate?
• Who is responsible for the decision?



Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
There shuld be a way to report greenwash and you should get punished



Thank you for your
attention! 

”The change starts from within,
Dare to plunge in”

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
Make decisions that you could happily explain for your own children :D 
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